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Christianized tribes, of which the Tagalogs,
Visayans, Bicols and Pampangans are the
most important. These tribes occupy nearly
all of northern Luzon, the central islands
and the northern part of Mindanao. Among
them are found all grades of culture, from the
Barbarian to the college-educated man, but
the larger portion of them are civilized. The
Moros occupy a large part of Mindanao and
the Sulu Archipelago.
There are nearly as many dialects in the
islands as there are tribes, and no one dialect
or language predominates, even in the island
of Luzon; consequently, ever since Spanish
occupation it has been necessary to use a
foreign language as the official language of
the islands. This was naturally Spanish un-
til after the American occupation, but in
1901 English became an official language,
together with Spanish in the government and
the courts. The Tagalog, or Tagal, and
Visayan dialects are the most fully developed
of the native tongues, and these have reached
such a stage of completion as to lead to the
development of a limited native literature.
The people generally live in villages or
cities, and are retiring and simple in their
habits. They have the lethargy common to
native people of tropical climates; yet,
when sufficient inducement is offered, they
have proved willing and efficient workers.
Little dress is needed to protect them from the
elements, hence their attire is scanty. Their
houses are constructed of bamboo; the floors
are built about five feet from the ground, and
the roofs are covered with nip a or some other
form of thatch. Their culinary utensils and
articles of furniture are of the simplest sort.
By far the larger part of the civilized Fil-
ipinos are followers of the Roman Catholic
faith. The Moros, as the name indicates, are
Mohammedans. The uncivilized tribes prac-
tice various religious rites of a heathen nature.
There are, however, natives who are followers
of the leading Protestant denominations, but
these have as yet few followers.
Government. According to an act of Con-
gress passed on August 29, 1916 (the Jones
Bill), the islands have a considerable degree
of self-government. The chief executive is
the governor-general, who, with the vice-
governor, who also acts as secretary of the
department of public instruction, is ap-
pointed by the President of the United States.
There are five secretaries of departments who
are appointed by the governor-general.
 The legislative assembly consists of a sen-
ate and a house of representatives, the mem-
bers of which are elected for terms of six and
three years, respectively. Two resident com-
missioners to the United States are elected
by the legislature. There are six executive de-
partments, all of which are headed by Fili-
pinos, except the department of public in-
struction.
The islands are divided into forty-one
provinces, besides the recently-created de-
partment of Mindanao and Sulu, which com-
prises seven provinces. There are regular and
special provinces. The former, thirty-seven
in number, have in each case as the governing
board a governor and two members, all elected
by popular vote. The governors of the spe-
cial provinces, with the exception of one
elected by popular vote, are appointed by the
governor-general, such appointments not re-
quiring ratification by the Philippine Senate.
Town officials are elected by the people of
each municipality.
The courts have been reconstructed on the
American plan, and consist of a supreme
court, with one chief justice, who is a native
Filipino, and eight associate justices, and a se-
ries of courts of first instance, presided over
by native justices, besides municipal courts
and courts of the justices of the peace. The
courts of first instance are courts of record
and have original jurisdiction in cases consid-
ered too important to be tried in the munici-
pal or justice courts.
Education. The islands have been divided
into- forty-nine divisions for purposes of in-
struction, and there are over 1,000,000 pupils
enrolled in the public schools. English is
taught in all of these schools, which number
about 7,300. There are over 25,000 native
teachers. For higher education there is main-
tained at Manila the University of Philip-
pines, supported by the government. There
are, besides, over 699 private schools.
Cities. The chief cities are Manila, Cebu,
Legaspi, Iloilo, Lipa, and San Carlos.
History. Magellan discovered the islands
in 1521 and lost his life battling with the na-
tives. After several ineffectual attempts at
settlement by the Spaniards, the first colony
was established in 1565 on the island of Cebu.
From this foothold the Spaniards proceeded
to occupy one island after another, until they
had obtained control of nearly the entire arch-
ipelago. The occupation was followed by the
work of the religious orders, who established

